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Table 1. Morphometric measurements of the two giant sized
carangids landed at Veraval
Morphometric Specimen Specimen
parameters 1 2
Total length (TL) in cm 110.8 104
Fork length (FL) in cm 97 90.5
Standard length (SL) in cm 90 85
Weight (g) 9400 7400
Pre-anal length (% of TL) 52.5 50.5
Pre-dorsal length (% of TL) 31 29.1
Pre-pelvic length (% of TL) 26.4 27.5
Pre-pectoral length (% of TL) 25.7 26
Body depth (% of TL) 19 17.8
Head length (HL) (% of TL) 24.4 24.8
Eye diameter (% of HL) 15.6 14
Pre-orbital length (% of HL) 37 34.5
Aspect ratio of caudal fin 3.9 4.2
Fig. 1. Record size catch of Seriolina nigrofasciata by
hooks and line at Veraval
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The ring seines operating at Neendakara on14.05.08 landed a record catch of Sardinella sirm
(Fig. 1). Two types of crafts were operated;
thanguvallams with 90 HP inboard engine and fibre
boats with 19.8 HP outboard engine. The depth of
operation was 32 - 44 m north-west of Neendakara.
The catch range per unit of fibre boat was 800 to
1000 kg and that of thanguvallam was 2600 -
3900 kg. Due to Ekadashi, thanguvallam and fibre
boats did not operate on 15.05.2008. The following
day a peak was observed with all the nearby
thanguvallams targetting this fishery. The depth of
operation had a slight variation with a range of
38 - 56 m off north-west and west of Neendakara.
The fibre boats landed about 800 - 1800 kg/unit and
thanguvallam with 1800 to 3900 kg/unit. This fishery
was not observed on 17.05.2008 and for the
subsequent two weeks, but reappeared on
Fig. 1. Sardinella sirm Fig. 2. Catch of Sardinella sirm at Neendakara
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Table 1. Approximate landings of Sardinella sirm and income realisation
Date Crafts Average No. of Total Rate Craft-wise Total
catch (kg) units catch (kg) (Rs./kg) income (Rs.) (Rs.)
14-05-2008 Fibre boat 950 16 15200 5/kg 76,000 401000
Thanguvallam 3250 20 65000 5 3,25,000
16-05-2008 Fibre boat 1200 36 43200 5/kg 2,16,000 918000
Thanguvallam 2600 54 140400 5/kg 702000
02-06-2008 Fibre boat 1000 33 33000 6/kg 1,98,000 6,66,000
Thanguvallam 3000 26 78000 6/kg 468000
03-06-2008 Fibre boat 1000 18 18000 6/kg 1,08.000 185832
Thanguvallam 3243 04 12972 6/kg 77832
02.06.2008 at a depth range of 32 to 36 m
north-west and west of Neendakara. The catch per
unit for fibre boats was 800 - 1300 kg and for
thanguvallams, 1800 to 3850 kg. On 03.06.2008 the
catch in 90% of fibre boats and 40% of thanguvallams
at depth range of 30 - 36 m north-west and west of
Neendakara landed S. sirm with per unit catch of 800
to 1100 kg in fibre boats and 2800 to 3600 kg in
thanguvallams (Table 1).
The price of S. sirm was Rs. 5-6 per kg and length
ranged from 16 to 19.2 cm. The fishery dwindled after
03.06.2008 with Sardinella lengiceps and other lesser
sardines coming in.
Rare occurrence of diamond back squid Thysanoteuthis rhombus
(Troschel, 1867) off Chennai coast
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A single female specimen of diamond back squidThysanoteuthis rhombus (Troschel, 1857) locally
called 'thalan kadama' was recorded for the first time
in the landings of Kasimedu Fishing Harbour on
9.7.2008. The squid was caught in the drift gill net
operated off north Chennai at a depth of around
100 m. The squid was 630 mm in mantle length and
weighed 6 kg. The specimen was sold for Rs.1,500/-
at the landing centre. The landing of the same species
with a mantle length of 700 mm in Veerapandipatinam,
near Tuticorin has been reported by Kasim et al.
(1994).
T. rhombus is an epipelagic oceanic rhomboid
squid of bright red colour having a thick cylindrical
muscular mantle, wide anteriorly and tapering
gradually posteriorly to a blunt end. The fins are long
occupying the entire length of the mantle on lateral
side. The fin is diamond shaped, being broader in
the middle and tapering at both anterior and posterior
ends. The head is shorter and the eyes are
prominent.  The outer lateral arms  are the longest
and the inner arms are the shortest provided with a
crest like muscular projection at the base of each
arm. The other arms are intermediary in length
devoid of any structures.  All the arms possess twoFig. 1. Dorsal view of the squid Thysanoteuthis rhombus
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